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Prayer & reflection 


Nourishing the heat source of life 



The Rt Revd John Pritchard 

delves into ways we can 
sustain and nurture that core 
of our being that is all too 
often left to survive on 
subsistence rations. 

I t was Christmas Eve in Oberdorf, 
Austria. The year was 1818. The 
assistant priest Joseph Mohr 
composed a new hymn for this special 
night and asked his friend Franz 
Gruber, the organist, to write the melody. 

Sadly the organ had broken down so the 
priest sang tenor and played the guitar; 
the organist sang bass, and some local 
girls sang treble and alto. It was the first 
performance of Silent Night. 

‘It's where our passion for 
life is nurtured. ’ 


Why is this carol so popular? Perhaps 
it’s the lovely, calm melody. Perhaps it’s the 
evocative words (Silent night, holy night. 
All is calm, all is bright. . .). They sum up the 
nostalgic memory of Christmases that 
never existed but which we think should 
have done. More likely it’s the combination 
of both words and melody that plug us into 
Christmas as fast as turkey and stuffing, or 
the first Christmas catalogue that pops 
through the door in late September. 

Or perhaps it’s the peculiar gift of the 
hymn to connect with something we all 
reach after but which always seems to 
remain elusively beyond our grasp - 
something I call ‘the sacred centre’. 


The image of a silent, holy night puts us 
in touch with a part of ourselves that we 
know needs feeding but seems constantly 
to be kept on starvation rations. That inner 
core of our being is where the heat source 
of our life is found. It’s where the flame 
burns that defines us and warms others. 
It’s where our passion for life is nurtured. 
It’s God’s home territory. 

The question I’m wanting us to look at 
this new year of 2010 is ‘How can we 
sustain this sacred centre more effectively 
and rewardingly? How can we make 
space for this crucial heartbeat of our lives 


to flourish? Perhaps we could try sitting 
still for ten minutes at the start of the day 
to pray or ‘think towards God’. 

Perhaps we could make sure we have 
more regular walks where we reflect on 
what’s going on in our lives and where 
God is in it. Perhaps we could take up 
painting or get a book on icons or try 
writing poetry. Would it be good to start 
saying Morning Prayer each day (your 
parish priest will be doing the same) or to 
go on retreat? 

We have sent out 20,000 copies of a 
leaflet called ‘Prayer - a Simple Guide’ 


just recently and have had to reprint it after 
only a few weeks. The hunger is there in 
nearly all of us. (Get in touch with the 
Communications Department if you’ve 
missed out.) And even extroverts need 
space. I often find that it’s the most lively 
extroverts who go on retreat because they 
know at some instinctive level that they 
need to round out their personality with the 
opposite of their own preferred style. 


' Ids where the fame burns 
that defines us and warms 
others. ’ 


Of course there’s a danger in all this. I 
can imagine some bright teenager in their 
room, on being asked to come down to 
help with the washing up, declaring 
sweetly that sadly they can’t come down 
because they’re sustaining their sacred 
centre. We mustn’t become too precious 
about it. 

But society craves space to breathe. All 
the signs are that life is getting faster and 
faster with email and texting, twittering and 
social networking, instant communication 
and instant soundbites. 

We are the only ones who can slow our 
own world down. Sustaining the sacred 
centre is about deepening our enjoyment 
of God and recognising God’s presence in 
everyday life, moment by moment. It could 
make a world of difference, and it could 
make a difference to the world. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop 
of Oxford . For more on sustaining the 
sacred centre , turn to pages eight and 
nine . 


January prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


The following is for guidance only; please feel 
free to adapt to local conditions and, if you 
wish, produce your own deanery prayer 
diaries. 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

Fri Is Charlbury with Shorthampton: 

clergy Judy French, Jan Fielden; LLM Penny 
Nairne. 

Sat 2: Chipping Norton team: clergy 
Stephen Weston, Tony Cannon, Andrew Keith, 
Jenny Alidina, Jacqueline Jones; LLMs 
Elizabeth Mann, John Forrest, Elizabeth Allen, 
Mike Hall, Stephen Freer. All at Chipping 
Norton St Mary’s (VA) School. 

Mon 4: Great Tew with Little Tew: clergy 
Bernard Rumbold. 

Tue 5: Hook Norton with Great Rollright, 
Swerford and Wigginton: clergy John 
Acreman, Wendy Cunningham, Hazel Scarr, 
Christopher Turner; LLM Janet Collins. All at 
Great Rollright (VA) and Hook Norton (VC) 
Schools. 

Wed 6: Over with Nether Worton 

Thu 7: Forest Edge: clergy Sarah Jones, 
Brian Ford; LLM Gail Jones. All at Finstock 
(VC) and Leafield (VC) Schools. 

Fri 8: Shipton-under-Wychwood, Milton- 
under-Wychwood, Fifield and Idbury: clergy 
Wendy Callan, Anne Hartley. All at Wychwood 


(VC) School. 

Sat 9: The Chase: clergy MarkAbrey, Mary 
Crameri. All at Chadlington (VC) School. 

Mon 1 1 : Bray with Braywood: clergy 
Richard Cowles. All at Braywood (VC) and 
Holyport (VA) Schools. 

Tue 12: Burchetts Green: clergy Keith 
Nicholls, Dilys Woodmoore; LLM Teresa 
Kennard. All at Burchetts Green (VC) School. 

Wed 1 3: Clewer: clergy Louise Brown. All 
at Windsor Clewer Green (VA) and Windsor St 
Erf (VA) Schools. 

Thu 14: Cox Green: clergy Joan Hicks, 
Margaret Bird. 

Fri 15: Dedworth: clergy Louise Brown. 

Sat 1 6: Furze Platt: clergy Mark Balfour, 
Jeremy Hyde, Beth Honey; LLMs Margaret 
Hyde, Brian Rose, Pat Rose; youth pastor Ben 
Dale; accredited lay minister Edna Conibear. 

Mon 18: Boyne Hill: clergy Jeremy Harris; 
LLM Elizabeth Bryson. All at Maidenhead All 
Saints (VC), Maidenhead Altwood (VC) and 
Maidenhead Boyne Hill (VC) Schools. 

Tue 19: Maidenhead St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalene: clergy Will Stileman, Sam 
Allberry, Andrew Kearns; LLMs Ruth Knight, 

Jill Palfrey 

Wed 20: Maidenhead St Luke: clergy 
Richard Holroyd, Dick Cheek, Terrie Robinson; 


LLMs Sonya Clarke, Noeline Page. All at 
Maidenhead St Luke’s (VC) School. 

Thu 21: New Windsor team: clergy Ainsley 
Swift, Mary Barnes, David Dadswell, June 
Faulkner, John Quick; LLM Mary Hutchinson. 
All at Windsor Queen Anne First (VC) and 
Windsor Trinity St Stephen (VC) Schools. 

Fri 22: Old Windsor: All at Old Windsor St 
Peter’s (VA) and Windsor The Royal (VA) 
Schools. 

Sat 23: The Cookhams: clergy Michael 
Smith, Nick Plant, Anthony Welling; LLM 
Charles Walmesley. All at Cookham Holy 
Trinity (VC) and Cookham Dean (VA) Schools. 

Mon 25: Waltham St Lawrence: clergy 
David Andrew Andy Hartropp. 

Tue 26: White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: clergy David Andrew, Andy 
Hartropp; LLM Carole Perkins. All at White 
Waltham (VC) School. 

Wed 27: The chaplains of independent 
schools in the diocese. 

Thu 28: The chaplains of the colleges of 
Oxford University. 

Fri 29: The chaplains of Oxford Brookes 
University, Reading University and Bucks New 
University. 

Sat 30: The ecumenical team of chaplains 
in Mission in Work and Economic Life. 


Sundays 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. (NRSV Matt. 2:10-12) 

3 JAN: Chipping Norton deanery: area dean Judy French, lay 
chair Ian Henderson, secretary Janice McCallum, treasurer 
Michael Waring, adviser for the spiritual care of older people Jan 
Fielden. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the 
deanery. Those returning to school and work, and those looking for 
work. Our plans to develop good and effective communications 
across the deanery; for our Churchwardens’ evenings; for our 
walking together in the way of Christ. 

10 JAN: Maidenhead & Windsor deanery: area dean Jeremy 
Hyde, lay chair Martin Chandler, secretary David Morgan, treasurer 
Jim Tucker, ecumenical representative Richard Holroyd, chaplains 
to the deaf Vera Hunt and Ben Whitaker. For the Anglican Church 
in Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia, primate William Brown 
Turei. Those whose lives have been severely affected by floods 
and drought. 

17 JAN: The members of the Mothers’ Union within the 
diocese; for a new president and chaplain. The Anglican Church of 
Australia, primate Philip Aspinall. The Queen and all the royal 
family and those who work and worship at Windsor Castle. 

24 JAN: The work of the Sunday Schools and all youth work in 
the diocese. The Church of Bangladesh, primate Paul Sarkar. 
Parish and district councillors serving the people of the deanery of 
Maidenhead and Windsor. 

31 JAN: Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil (Anglican Church 
of Brazil), primate Mauricio Araujo da Andrade. Parish and county 
councillors serving the people of the deanery of Chipping Norton. 
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News 


Church groups call for climate justice 


By Jo Duckies 


r THE earth is increasingly unwell 
- and as always, it’s the poorest 
countries that suffer most,’ said 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard. 

Bishop John’s comments came 
as he called on world leaders to 
take brave decisions during the 
Copenhagen climate change 
summit. And across 

Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire, church goers 
got involved with campaigning 
to make Copenhagen count. 

As the Door went to press 
churches across the world were 
preparing to take part in a bell 
ringing action on Sunday 13 
December. Churches in 
Denmark were set to ring their 
bells at the end of a high profile 
celebration at the Lutheran 
Cathedral in Copenhagen. The 
Danish ringing was to be echoed 
across the world, with York 
minster and Westminster 
Cathedral taking part in the UK. 
Bell- ringers at St Frideswides, 
Oxford and St Michael and All 
Angels, New Marston, were also 
planning to join in. 

A week earlier crowds of 
Christians headed to The Wave 
march for climate justice in 
London, which saw crowds of up 


to 50,000 people surround 
Parliament on December 5. The 
crowds included people of all 
ages, wearing blue and with 
hands and faces painted blue. 

The huge Christian presence 
was made clear by the amount of 
placards from organisations 
including A Rocha, Christian 
Aid, CAFOD and Tearfund. 

Richard Riggs, a retired 
electronics engineer and A 
Rocha church representative at 
Christ Church, Abingdon, said: 
‘There was a wonderful 
atmosphere and it was great to 
see Christians taking a lead on 
something like this. I was 
talking to one man who didn’t 
know much about it, who was 
surprised so many Christians 
were taking part. He thought it 
was just a bunch of greens’ 

Kelly Cunningham, of St 
Clement’s Church, Oxford, who 
works in publishing and is a 
voluntary youth worker, said: ‘I 
went to The Wave to add my 
voice to the protest. Climate 
change is something we need to 
tackle and as Christians we need 
to be responsible stewards of the 
earth and its resources.’ 

People had to be turned away 
from an ecumenical service held 
earlier in the day at Methodist 
Central Hall, Westminster, 



ONLINE 


For more on the Copenhagen 
summit see: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

environment 


because of the crowds it 
attracted. The service was led by 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams and the 
Catholic Archbishop of 
Westminster, Vincent Nichols. 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, was one of 
those who took part. 


Our own ‘Unsung Heroes’ 



CONGRATULATIONS to 
Dawn Castle, from Epwell and 
George Fenemore, from 
Deddington who reached the 
finals of the Country Life 
Unsung Heroes competition. 

Dawn, a retired PE teacher, 
was nominated by her fellow 
church warden, David Long, 
especially for her imaginative 
work with children in the 
village. She is pictured above, 
in the centre, on the set of her latest production. She was one of 
two runners-up in the contest and was highly commended by the 
judges. George is also a church warden, a chorister, actor, a 
worker in wrought iron. He is pictured above with candles he has 
made from wax from his own bee hives. Dawn and George were 
among 12 finalists invited to a ceremony at Lambeth Palace in 
December. Full details in the latest edition of Country Life . 


Redevelopment at Holy Trinity 



THE Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson led a 
dedication service to mark the 
completion of a £900,000 
redevelopment project at Holy 
Trinity, Aylesbury. 

It has taken over 10 months to 
complete the work, which has 
included renovation of the 
tower, a new foyer and a new 
extension. Donations from 


church members paid for the 
work. Vicar, the Revd Andrew 
Blyth, said: ‘Only a few years ago 
people feared the church might 
have to be pulled down because 
of structural problems. But now, 
with God’s blessing, generous 
giving and hard work, here it is 
ready to serve the local 
community with new facilities 
and new activities.’ 


IN BRIEF 


Raising a smile 

ST LAURENCE CE School in 
Warborough, Oxfordshire has 
linked up with the NASIO Trust, 
which supports projects with 
orphaned and destitute children 
in Kenya. 

The trust provides food, 
clothing and educational 
resources for HIV orphaned 
children. The school started its 
partnership with the trust by 
raising £200 at a Raise a Smile 
evening of entertainment last 
month. The event included music 
and comedy as well as a 
presentation on the trust’s work 
in Kenya. Headteacher Nic 
Cooper said: ‘St Laurence and 
the Nasio Trust are at the 
beginning of what they hope will 
be a fruitful relationship, which 
will open up the worldwide 
community for all the children.’ 


Benson’s bell 
tower re-opens 



BISHOP of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, took part in 
a special dedication service for 
the newly refurbished bell tower. 

Earlier this year the eight bells 
were removed for a new metal 
frame to replace an old rotting 
wooden one. During the service 
Bishop Colin accompanied by 
the Revd Andrew Hawken, 
churchwarden Jenny English and 
the Benson ringers, who rang the 
bells to celebrate the re-hanging. 

Books wanted 

DO you seriously need all the 
books on your shelves? If not, 
you may have books suitable for 
clergy of Kimberley and Kuruman 
in South Africa. 

If you have, take them to 
Church House, Oxford and they 
will be taken to K&K to form a 
small lending library at the 
cathedral. We ideally would like 
books published no earlier than 
1990. For more information or 
advice email 

olivia.graham@oxford.anglican.org 
or call 01865 208246. 

Stephen Verney 

WE note with sadness the death 
of the Rt Revd Stephen Verney, 
aged 90, in November. 

Bishop Verney studied at 
Balliol College Oxford. He was 
appointed Canon of St George’s 
Chapel Windsor in the 1970s. A 
former Bishop of Repton, he 
spent his retirement in Blewbury 
in Oxfordshire and served as an 
assistant bishop in the diocese. 
Former Bishop of Oxford, Lord 
Harries of Pentragarth, said: 
‘Stephen was a remarkable man, 
a genuinely charismatic leader, 
whilst remaining holy and 
humble.’ For a full obituary see 
www.oxford.anglican.org/news 






4 


Advertising Feature 


StableDoor JANUARY 2010 





Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - wilt help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


C^ulr^jiEsiiil iw list 3 iLilion.il charily 
dedicated to transforming the lives 
or homeless young people. ' today . 

we die stMivliirig foi individuals 
who share our belief that these 
young men and women should 
tHil be 'wrilten-nfr by society hill 
instead deserve c arc, support and 
a second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint mom 
today and see how your gifts offer a 
young person a safe home and the 
support and training they need to 
make a new stall ? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we see 
have slept rough, placing them in 
great danger. In some cases, it takes 
just hours for them to he approached 
by drug dealers and pimps. Young 

people we work wilh have seen their 
friends beaten, raped, murdered and 
die of overdoses. 

Young people don't choose this 
life. Instead, they lind themselves 
homeless having fled sexual abuse, 
violence and family breakdown. 

They would rather lace danger on 
the streets than more pain at home. 

Wc believe that these young people 
deserve compassion and support, Yer 
they experience constant hardship* 
prejudice and abuse. Under these 
conditions, their health, self-respeci 
and hopes for the future can he 
quickly destroyed. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
mom for a young person 
like Sophie? 

- 7 twwr beaien constantly , " says 
Sophie. Y was black a ad blue . 


h started when 1 was three - ai feast 
I don't remember anything before 
that When i was five, mum used to 

tuck me in a mphuauL'' 

Sophie was eventually placed In 
foster care and began to put her 
pass behind her. Then, tragically* 
her I osier mum died suddenly and 
Sophie found herself on the streets 
almost overnight. 

'7 slept un winihnv te tlges anti 
in doorways. One of mv friends 
overdosed and another girl was 
raped and ai a nleiwL ** 

ThaufclulJy, Sophie was referred to 
Centrepoint where she is now back 
in education and coming lo terms 
with her experiences via counselling, 
“Without Cenirepaint f wouldn't be 
here. They've helped me be a normal 
person - someone who no longer has 
to beg for fund or affection , " 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe loom to stay in 
and vital support In rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Cemrepolm room, 
you'll help offer successive residents 
a safe home and the support they 
need to go to college, find a job and 
stay off the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of Lhe young people we see 
have been through horrific ordeals 
- and desperately need Intensive 
counselling. As a sponsor, you'll 
enable us to help young men 
and women come to terms with 
their experiences. 

On. a mure basic: level, you'll ensure 
they Scam the kind oi skills many 


Could you^ 
change 
someone's 
life? / 


Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a safe place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


£u , Ju. , | . u.-. -.4 _i .-ri w. L_i r ., i ihulLI li.. L-. - . 1 1 uv. . .Li. lr Li:l..ft.i^.L. 

of 114 lake lor grained, like how hi 
budget, pay bilb and cook. 

Became a sponsor and see exactly 
how your gifts change a young 
person's life 

Fpy sponsoring a mom wilh 
Centrepoint, you'll ensure that 
vulnerable young people get the 
chances in life thev deserve Bui you 
ilon t have to take our word lor it. 

When you become a sponsor,, you 11 
get access to a virtual version of 
your room online, as well as regular 
updates - showing the difference 
your sponsorship Is making. 

Young people urgently need your 
support. Will you spousm *+ muni 
at Centrepoint? 

Ibgether. we can give homeless 
young people the opportuulty io get 
back on their feel. But we cannot 
fund this vital work vvitliuuL your 
support today. So please,, fill in the 
form below. 

Call 0800 23 23 20. qv visit 
w w w, ce ii t re p oi n troo m , 
org.uk/door3 

Tl wi k yo u i n a d va 1 1 ce 
for your help. 


Yuur questions answered 


Visit www.centrepointroom.org.uk/door3 or call 0800 23 23 20 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


~ I wish to sponsor a room at £L2 a month 

□ t wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

El I wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Please collect my iMynirnl nil eIip tsl/tSlli nt everv mnmh 

| please 1 1 Kit pr'e If 1 1 til dale I 


hu.ll NjjIiu . 

Address 


PauL'mle 


Instruction to your Bank m Budding 
Society to pay by DiiccL Debit 


® DIH£Cr 
□ «bit 


ItlAphoTve 

IZ I Himw urh I li =l Im* .mil minj^ne yimi ilhrl.im it wm ill I like Hi ■ii nvr mi.nl 
^jnimunkaijojij Icl-iil CttEWJOirtl 


fliiw often will the resit I e-his in my 
rutin! diLiuge? 

Te may lake up to two years before 
a young person is ready to leave 
CetmepoiiiL. We will keep you 
informed on your room's rtsktaits 
through regiil.ii' updates. 

Will it lie possible to meet the young 
person in the mum I am sponsoring? 

The safely and privacy v\ yuung 
people is oor rsu tuber- u tie priority so 
we are unable tn arrange visits. You 
can send messages foi yotmg people 
c/o our Head Oi lice, although we can 

n LU gu.ti.iriEee .1 dirert response I'm in 
the young pennon. 

Will t ho the only sponsor nt 
the room ? 

II we only allowed one persens to 
sponsor each muni, we would have 
to set the price uf ioueii sponsuiskip 
much higher So we allow several 
pen I lie Lu spunsoj each mum. 

Witt l lie young person In my 
sponsored roam have my namr 
a nd uddi css? 

So. Ail cbiwspoudence es via our 
Mead 0ffli:e. The young person in 
Yuvu loom never has vum cotitaa 
details and van WttriT have theirs. 

Tli ik will proiecl vuur mutual safety 
and privacy. 

Can I ^tve more ihan i 12 a monrh? 

We ate uf course very happy (oi you 
lo j^ive more than £12 a month or 
to sponsor inulliple rooms, Sunplv 
indicate your preference on the form. 




r 


centre 


point 


j 


A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


To Tbo Mjoagei: Origin Jlnr* IdenUriuNun :^o; U* H \\\'^\[ 1 |l IF I I - 

Name ami full ■iddU’S^ uf Yolli Bank u| building Society 


NjilloUJ of AlujuiU HmLlIvHsJ 




□□mm 


Bdiik Son Code: 

Amium Number: 

InrtnurtHifii C> yi;iM L-LjLiK ai 1 1 ■ h ■ M i - I p Shitty lVi*r p*> UnEi wolfirt mm t ThtfirM Irom 
I lir icon land drilled in Ihir Fnjlnccririn, JiLiSjnrl \o Fbr Mfc^ii-n. 1 s .i^^iTf-i hy Ihir Iriffrcl 
DrL'-.l Cujt.ljiLi^;. J midf-raUi i J UljI ibb uOU \il±\ rcJLuui ^lIIi Ccinc^toiul ul>.I if 

iL-. 4 tt.idP AiJl. Lh- k'jathJ i-|irtHvHHdN\ 1 v lht BduiJPjJliiiJlfj ivLWly. 


Signal iifp^J. 


Dali' 


I'.ltiIi-l .wil hinMmjp *lwTiM may run .wrp L^m*r Tk-hJEr Innmmim i rir v™* ryprt rr.v-winr 


Wild I will I receive? 

* A regular report: keeping you 
Sn rrnirh with rhp young 
fiorauii i [liugiess. 

■ A virtual recreation of your room 
online That you can ing inny using 
personal login details. 

■ Help Irom a dedicated Cemrepoim 
Hcmnt SiiuiL^uisInp (^fioulinaior 

nn hand to answer your qtK^Eons 

and rnrmsponflenn' 


l&u n>;iiiJi'Xifi .ri jwtfwnu 

imiMH ,T.n,f Pi iJ ifr^ ^.TT.'T-ii 1 ^irTfkiw xtf j ".WTiTturr unr.h 

Iiiwii4jVi jwirl -h j .vitiS- .- u .“.'ni’i'ii 1 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 


In AA'CTddlXi:- WTtfl I 111 l^b Uiij pftrtMUffTl ftfl. th>li 1 y 9 HT ilt-r^li to fi|iT K . |i, 1 r hVn 
wrfli lqKUt* arni *$w*U 13 vcj.i iJh> Firi ^ialu lo Kwm ilKPeptciui 1 coo 1*1 i.Vnim^i il 


tlmLei Uie UuvL'itiiMVttt's Gift Aid 

Scl LL'Ull™. Lilt Ju L ldllLl] IS lliddf l>V UK 

Ua. pay ei s aie werlkaLmosl a third mure. 

D i .‘un i VK la.', pivcr Ji!— J *uujiJ M I- C<fnrc[WitH eo UsLhh hA- k Uw i-i» on jUi 
,1nruiwm^ i h.ivr inr ihr'-^LT TiVMn jrrvinn rtmyrnr all jlnnmiHri I m,iW 

iMiri ihi- 1 Lin nl ilin il.-i’l u.iii-nr nmil 1 iiiiniy vmi rilj.-i \si-v I in iiIe^j-h.imlI iIi.ii I 
iniFiL Pi.ivi.’ |i>khr .in ^iiiiiiinl nd IHroim- I.ia iti i’j[ilLil ^.iim. l.i* .n lr.ii;i iifii.il tin ilir 
Ija i-ju if lI jjili uii uiv duiuljmii ui Je-j^I uidi.- ini ejlIi jlJ UujLhlnJj. 

L'Jlf } f 


jiffAid dr 
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Spotlight on Christmas in... 



The Door asked the bishops 
in our link dioceses in 
Sweden and South Africa 
what Christmas is like for 
them. 

Vaxjo Sweden 

O UR Christmas season starts on the 
First Sunday in Advent, writes the 
Rt Revd Sven Thidevall. It is a 
big church Sunday. If you didn’t go to 
church during the rest of the year you 
definitely come now to sing the well- 
known Advent hymns 
December 13 is Luciadagen, the day we 
commemorate the Italian Saint Lucia. 
Lucia was a girl who professed her faith 
by sharing her wealth with the poor. Her 
boyfriend dragged her to court, hoping 
she would deny her faith and stop giving 
money away. But she confessed and was 
sentenced to death. In Sweden young 
girls dress in white as part of the 
Luciadagen celebrations. This festival 
comes with light when the days are dark, 
and reminds us that Christmas is 
approaching. We always wish for snow at 
Christmas in Sweden. In the north there 
is always snow, but here in the South, 
Christmas is often green. 

On Christmas Eve, children and their 
families come to church to build the 
nativity scene. After that the first and 
most important Christmas meal is served. 
We don’t have roast turkey with all the 
trimmings. We have a buffet or 
smorgasbord with a huge ham and 
different fish dishes and Jansson, a gratin 


of potato, anchovies, fried onions and 
cream. The food is special and there is 
plenty of it. In the afternoon we gather 
around the TV and finally the time 
comes to open all the parcels under the 
Christmas tree. In the evening we have 
rice porridge with cinnamon and milk 
and after that its time to try out all the 
gifts. The day ends with Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day is calm and peaceful. 
The special Morning Service might start 
as early as 5am, but fortunately in our 
church it starts a couple of hours later. It 
is dark and cold outside. Inside the 
church the candles create a special light 
and warmth. Together with the songs and 
the readings this creates an exceptional 
service, where Jesus Christ as the Light of 


the world is illustrated in a very physical 
way. Afterwards we have rice porridge 
again, with some friends. 

After the service we have breakfast - 
rice porridge again - with some friends. 
Then it feels really good to take a long 
pause. Later on we enjoy the ham, the 
fish and Jannsons left over from 
Christmas Eve’s buffet, and relax. This is 
probably the moment I like most during 
Christmas. I guess it is because the houses 
and the streets are more peaceful on this 
day than on any other day of the year. 

The third day is Annandag Jul or 
Boxing Day. Boxing Day is a rather social 
day, when we travel around to meet 
relatives and friends. 



' FREE SPECIALIST 
_ N CATALOGUE 

jkmBT 1 

UIT 

ECIAUSTS 


Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees; Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 


Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 


DEACONS NURSERY 


Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 


Email: info{adeaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 
or visit our website 


www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



FUBLESH YOUR BOOK 

ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 


ntlTinN. NGN nCTON, 
DDGRAPHYiWCWraR. HlfaTORO.L. 

rarmv. spiniTmL'scLr-hicLP. 

RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN'S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EO a ENGLAND 

ww w.athen a press . co m 



Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info (gfullersfinerfurniture.co .uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01752 225623 


independent Examination of Annual 
Charity and P.C.C. accounts. 

QuaffflecF Examiner available 
f Fellow of the Association of Charily 
InriepRnriflnt bKaminnns). 

JWodesf fees. 

Generous time given. 

R *vU A. A. OlftiTifint*. I rI : D 1257 27 1 782 
E-mail: fr_a!a n@btlnternetcom 



Kimberley and Kuruman, South Africa 


I n Kimberley we join our Christian 
siblings in the Northern 
hemisphere singing renditions of 
In The Bleak Mid-winter, writes the 
Rt Revd Ossie Swartz. And we do 
so while wiping copious beads of sweat 
from the brow because it’s almost 40 
degrees Celsius over here, which means 
there’s unlikely ever to be a white 
Christmas for us. 

When Christmas arrives we have already 
been bombarded by amplified strains of 
Christmas carols and all shapes and sizes 
of Father Christmases beckoning us to 
part with our cash in the department 
stores. On that level, the commercialism 
of Christmas here is hardly different from 
in other parts of the world. 

But Christmas is a family time for us in 
South Africa. It is one of the occasions 
when Ubuntu comes into its own. Ubuntu 
is a South African philosophical concept 
that empasizes the importance of 
community, sharing and generosity. We 
visit each other and on the day you are 
quite likely to be part of a extended 
family gathered around a laden dinner 
table. 

Ah! The fare. Not exactly what you 
would have on your table in England 
Brussels sprouts? Not likely! Turkey? 
Definitely, yes, in many homes. But we 
will also have a choice of gammon along 
with all the meats that will grace our 
table. 

It is a day for feasting, for fun and 
fellowship. We go absolutely mad in 
selecting presents and some of these are 
exchanged after the midnight service. We 
then do the rest of the exchange of 
presents when we meet for the great 
Christmas lunch - usually at Granny’s or 


represents family unity. 

Christmas is a wonderful time of 
celebrating with lively worship services 
that can go on for several hours. We also 
decorate our homes, switch on the fairy 
lights and make it such a festive occasion. 
We bring on the mistletoe, but we don’t 
really go for the kissing bit! 

My favourite moment comes after the 
hurly-burly and mad dash for presents, 
when I sit in the Cathedral and it’s all nice 
and quiet. The mad world has come to a 
stop and suddenly the strains of Once in 
royal David’s city fill the church. The 
glorious service of nine lessons and carols 
is underway - Christmas is here! “Tis the 
season to be jolly”, yes, but much more a 
time to hear again the exhortation for us 
to “hush the noise, ye men of strife and 
hear the angels sing ...” 
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** T*r i . 

The Son is a 
proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising 

newspaper which aims to put Jesus back at* 
the centre of society. Written and presented in an easy to read 
tabloid style, based on the UK's biggest circulation newspapers, 

The Son is an ideal tool to reach friends, neighbours or groups. 

The Winter issue of The Son includes stories on Jamie Oliver, Beverley 
Trotman, Nigel Benn, Geovanni, Jon Bon Jovi and many others. It's an 
ideal tool for outreach. Why not use The Son to reach your community? 


Order your copies today: by calling 
The Son hotline on 01752 225623 
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Pick one. Just one. 

Save their life for £150. You’ll end up smiling too. 
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Family 

Helping children at risk 


Patrick McDonald tells Jo 
Duckies about his journey 
from being a grief stricken, 
fatherless 1 2-year-old to 
setting up international 
children’s charity Viva. 

I t was Patrick’s own experience of 
God as a father to him when his 
dad died that inspired this now 
permanently smiling 35-year-old to 
set up Viva. Patrick, who has 
recently completed an MBA, was waiting 
for his wife Emily to give birth to their 
fourth child, when I interviewed him at 
his offices on Oxford’s Cowley Road. 

He is a far cry from the troubled 
teenager who moved away from home in 
Denmark at the tender age of 15. As the 
youngest of three children, living in a 
large house on top of a hill, he said all 
was well until he was five. ‘We were in a 
very bad car crash and my middle 
brother, then 10, was killed. It broke my 
father’s back and my mother’s heart. ’He 
said the crash left his family troubled. ‘My 
mother and father split up, and my dad 
gave up his quantum physics career to 
become a teacher trainer on the same site 
as my school. He became my primary 
care giver.’ Exposure to radiation gave 
Patrick’s father bone marrow cancer and 
he died on September 5, 1986. 

‘My brother came up the hill towards 
the house and told me “the old man had 
died.” I walked to the back of the garden 
and began to run. I ran for as long as I 
could before I tripped over some twigs 
and cried tears of despair. At that 
moment I had a very powerful 
experience. On the ground I first had a 
strong sense of God walking up to me, 
kneeling down and giving me a hug.’ 
Patrick became a keen ornithologist, 
tagging birds for the University of 
Copenhagen. ‘I’d get up at 4am, go to 
the woods, go to school at 8am, then 
afterwards go back to the woods. 



‘This was time 
with my heavenly 
father. People 
were worried that 
I was a lonely boy. I wasn’t in a church but 
I realised Jesus wanted to be my friend 
and he was a father to me. What I failed 
to realise was that he not only knew and 
loved me, but that he had a purpose for 
my life. 

Patrick drifted into Denmark’s green 
movement, eventually moving to Belfast 
in the hope that the IRA would train him 
as a green terrorist. ‘Instead I ended up 
connecting with a group of people from 
Youth With a Mission,’ he says. The group 
included a Danish knight, Robert Beck. 
‘He was a former Supreme Court judge, a 
very venerable man and a captain of 
industry. He sat me down and taught me 
scripture.’ 

After three months of Bible study, 
Patrick decided the Bible was either an 
elaborate but consistent fake or it really 
was the word of God. He decided to test 
the theory by hitchhiking around 
Europe. ‘I put myself in a place where I 
needed God. I had no money and I was 
homeless.’ During this time Patrick 
realised, he says to his horror, that the 
Bible was true. ‘I say horror because the 
claims of Christ and his commands are 
fundamentally different to what most 


people, even most Christians, are 
prepared to really embrace.’ 

While hitchhiking Patrick found a 
leaflet about street kids in Hurlach 
Castle, Germany. ‘I thought there 
couldn’t be that many street kids in the 
world and discovered there was work 
done through YWAM in Bolivia.’ He 
hitch hiked home, picked up the 
telephone in his mum’s house 
volunteered to join them in Bolivia. He 
became superintendent of a soup kitchen 
and after seeing two street children lost 
in horrific circumstances, found himself, 
aged 17, heartbroken and asking God 
what his plan was for these children. 

‘I had a sense that God wanted me to 
do more, and wondered at the time if he 
wanted me to stay and just run a soup 
kitchen on a Tuesday or if there were 
other ways of helping children more 
effectively. I had no commitments and 
was ready to stay in Bolivia but I needed 
to be sure of a sense of hope and God’s 
vision, otherwise the desperate situations 
we saw daily would have driven me to 
despair.’ 

Then, late one night on the streets 
Patrick had a powerful vision to see the 
countless local churches around Latin 
America mobilised, equipped and 
networked to better reach children. He 
met Emily, who was working in a 


Mennonite children’s home, while in 
Bolivia and he followed her to Oxford, 
where she was studying. 

It was here they started the ‘Half Holy 
Club’ (a play on the name of the ‘Holy 
Club’ founded by John and Charles 
Wesley) at Magdalen College. The prayer 
meeting of undergraduates soon set up 
their first ‘office’ in a red telephone box 
on Pembroke Street, Oxford. 

‘What we are called to do is to find out 
what God is doing and connect people 
together in networks that can equip and 
resource them. When local projects work 
together they can powerfully transform 
their community.’ says Patrick. And that’s 
what he’s been doing ever since. He says 
Viva, which now employs 126 staff, has 
3,000 volunteers and serves one million 
children across 43 countries, but is still 
embryonic. 

As the Door went to press Viva staff and 
volunteers were busy selling tickets for 
Christmas parties for children at risk in 
countries across the world. Those parties 
involve lots of food, a big cake, silly games 
and everything you would expect for 
children at Christmas. But they allow staff 
and project leaders from different 
organisations in a specific area to link up 
and strengthen the services they offer, 
making a real difference in the lives of 
those children. 



ONLINE 


See www.viva.org, email 
info@viva.org find out more or call 
01 865 81 1 660 to find out more. 



Stage Fright for Wokingham youth 

STAGE Fright Afer School Theatre clubs in 
Wokingham have been exploring hope as a 
way in to the Christmas story this year. 

Last year the teenagers devised a 
harrowing play based on a Camboidan 
family ripped apart by the Khmer Rouge 
in the 1970s. 

This year their Christmas show 
(pictured left) is taking a more traditional 
theme, looking at the Nativity from the 
ancient and contemporary perspective. 

Since 2007 Stage Fright Youth Theatre 
clubs have produced contemporary 
interpretations of parables, gospel stories 
and modern experiences of faith - always 
with a twist. 

The group welcome new members and 
enthusiastic adults as helpers - contact 
office@stage-fright.org.uk or phone 0118 
979 0098. 

Anna Adams 




Win a children’s Bible in this month’s double draw 


There will be four winners in this month’s prize 
draw. 

We have a copy of the Lion Storyteller Bible to 
give away as our first prize. The colourful 
hardback book comes with over 70 retellings 
especially for reading aloud, and four CDs. It is 
packed with pictures and stories from Adam and 
Eve, through to the flood through to tales from the 
Gospels and Acts. 

And three runners up will each receive a a copy 
of CWR’s Activity Bible for the Over Sevens. The 
book contains stories, word searches, puzzles 

and prayers to 
occupy, amuse 
and teach. 

To be in with 
a chance of 
winning, send 
your name and 
address to 

Children’s Bible Competition, the Door, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is 8 
January 201 0. 
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Cots wold Stained Glass & Leaded Lights 

Have some of /our church windows become 
broken or damaged over time, perhaps due 
to vandalism? If so, have them repaired by a 
tradesman with over 25 years experience. 

Good standard of workmanship with 
references if required. Reasonable rates. 

Tel: 0 1 608 658 1 50 Mob: 07925 390966 
E-mail: davidlloyd.williams@hotmail.com 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0110 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


design & print 

fOr all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the U K with excellent 
design and print services 

Business Stationery Brochures 
Leaflets Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 


GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 

Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 


St Peter & St Paul 
West Way, Botley, Oxford 

APPOINTMENT OF 
ORGANIST/MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

W e are a family-centred church, seeking to 
bring the Good N ews of Jesus Christ to our 
local community. W e follow a moderate H igh 
Church tradition of the Church of England, 
but we welcome Christians from all traditions 
to join in our life of prayer and worship. 

The past year has seen a considerable 
expansion of the choir. We are now looking 
for an enthusiastic organist/choirmaster who 
is keen to share in developing both traditional 
and contemporary music at the church. 

The Sunday service is at 10.30, with choir 
practice currently on Thursday evenings. 
RSCM rates. 

Applications with c.v. should be sent to: 

The Rev'd Dr Anthony C . Rustell, The Vicarage, 

81 W est Way, Botley, 0X2 9JY 
Telephone enquiries 01865 242345 
Email:acrustell@tiscali.co.uk 
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LIVING 



Twent 

SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 


There are many different ways of praying. The phrase ‘sustaining the sacred centre’ invites us to fine 
then nurture, the ways of praying that are right for us. It is also about developing the links between the 
prayers we offer and the lives we lead. Here are some ideas you could try during 2010. 


1. Talk to somone about your prayer life 
and relationship with God. 


It could be your parish priest, or just anyone 
you trust; but there is also a network of 
spiritual directors in the diocese called Spi- 
Dir. You can get more information at 

www.soulfriend.org.uk. 


2. Go on a quiet day or a retreat. 


We are fortunate in this diocese to have lots 
of places close by - especially the many 
religious communities in the diocese - where 
we can get away from it all. 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ pelagos 
www.stantonhouse.org.uk/ 
www. oxford, anglican. org/ communities 



(Your vicar should be able to point you in 
the right direction.) 


4. Visit a garden or nature reserve. 


Contact the Quiet Garden Trust, founded by 
Philip Rodderick, a priest in this diocese 

www.quietgarden.co.uk/ 


5. Go on pilgrimage. 


You could go to anywhere in the country, but 
in our own diocese why not visit our 
Cathedral, or Dorchester Abbey or the holy 
well at Frilsham? 


6. Read a Christian book. 


Ask your Vicar or a friend for 
recommendations. 


Where was the place you became a Christian? www.praywithoutceasing.org/uk/zideas.] 


Who helped you on the way? Is there a 
special place where you feel or have felt 
closest to God? Revisit these people and 
places. Get back in touch with, and be 
renewed by, your first experiences of the 
Christian life. 



www.cofe.anglican.org/worship/learnpr 


13. Prepare carefully for Sunday. 


Find out the readings and look at them 
or so before the service. 


14. Learn how to sit still! 


Many of the world’s problems are cause< 
our busyness, our lack of reflection, our 
undue haste. Sitting still could transforn 
world! 

Or if you are one of life’s activ 


15. Go for a walk! Or a run! 


Or a workout at the gym. But dedicate f 
time to active reflection. 


8. Pray online. 


The sisters of the Community of St Mary the 
Virgin at Wantage have developed all sorts of 
online prayer resources. You can join them 
live for offices. A weekly meditation is posted 
every Saturday at www.csmv.co.uk/ 

There are other online resources at: 
www.cofe.anglican.org/ worship/ dailyprayer 
www.pray-as-you-go . org/ 

www.rejesus.co.uk.site/ module/ daily_prayers 
http:/ / sacredspace.ie/ 
www.prayasyougo .org 


9. Read a book of the Bible all the way 
through in one go. 


Why not try Mark’s gospel? Or one of Paul’s 
letters? 


16. Do something new! 


Climb a mountain, write a poem, plant ; 
seed, strip an engine, learn a language - 
enjoy becoming a learner again and do 
something you’ve never done before. 


17. Re-visit an old skill. 


Pick up that forgotten violin. Get out tb 
water colours. Dig that vegetable patch. 
Rediscover something in your life that g 
mislaid on the way. 


18. Live differentf 


Learn how to inhabit this planet more 
carefully. Don’t leave the TV on standby 
Turn down the thermostat. Slow down tl 
car. Get out the bike. Visit the farm shoj 


7. Revisit your first love. 



10. Learn some prayers or some 
passages from scripture by 
heart. 


11. Say grace before meals 


www.prayer-and- 

prayers .inf o / dinnerblessings . saying- 
grace-before-meals.htm 


12. Pray with other people. 


Christian prayer is supposed to be a 
corporate activity. Find a prayer 
partner or form a small prayer 
group. Ideas can be found in Bishop 
Stephen’s book Praying through life 
(CHP) or in the Mothers’ Union 
resource. 

Other resources: 



The story of the gospel is one of genero 
forgiveness. Many of us are still encumb 
by the weight of our sin. Lay this burder 
down. See a priest to make a sacraments 
confession. Talk to a trusted Christian fr 
Take hold of the gospel of peace and be 
free. 


20. Count your blessings! 


Say thank you more often! It has been n 
that adults prayers usually begin with th< 
word ‘please’ and children’s with the wc 
‘thank-you’. Be a bit more child-like in y 
praying. 


Twenty things for Twenty-ten was prepared 
Worship, Prayer and Spirituality Group of 
Oxford diocese. 






























The Bishops’ views on Sustaining the Sacred Centre 


‘When I was Archdeacon of Canterbury I once went on retreat and realised I was in danger. 
I knew a bit about theology and a bit about pastoral care; I knew something about synods and 
the Church Representational Rules (sad, I know); I knew a bit about church finance and how 
to run a parish. And I realised to my horror that I could do all of my work as an archdeacon, 
almost entirely without reference to God , except as a symbol. That was the abyss. I wasn’t in it yet, 
but I realised then that nourishing my relationship with God was the absolute and most 
important task of my life. I’ve been at it ever since.’ Bishop John (Oxford) 




‘Two things have become increasingly important to me in my prayer life in the past five years. The 
first is a print of the crucifixion by Craigie Aitchison. There is something about its simplicity and 
pain that leaves me endlessly fascinated, yet the background colour is a wonderful golden yellow 
reminding me that the cross was a place of triumph as well as of desolation. Both those themes come 
back to me time and again when I am praying and lead me to want to discover more. The second, 
very simply, is to turn off the radio when I am driving and to focus instead on the news or the music, 
on the place I am driving through or whatever is next in my diary. The disadvantage is that some 
places get prayed for more than others, but the advantage is to have a time of leisurely prayer which 
is something I often miss out on’. Bishop Colin ( Dorchester ) 


‘My faith is replenished and sustained in many ways. The daily office is vital. It builds me. But 
it is not just this: a book of poems is never far from my reach; I’ve measured out my journeys 
around Berkshire in pieces of music. All this brings me close to God. But more than anything, it 
is the Eucharist that sustains me. ‘I stand at the altar,’ writes Thomas Merton, ‘with my eyes all 
washed in the light of eternity and become one who is agelessly reborn.... I am superseded by 
one in whom I am fully real...’ This is my experience and my joy.’ Bishop Stephen (Reading) 




‘Near my sacred centre is the book of psalms — what Cardinal Hume called the greatest 
contribution the Jewish people have made to civilisation. Having gone to college where the 
entire psalter was sung every two months, I got to know them well, quirks, warts, glories and 
all. All human life is there, fear and hope, longing and faith. I go to monasteries to 
decompress and reorientate on God, loaded with stuff, that unravels gently against the 
unfolding stream of the psalms as they are sung. The “stuff” settles out at various levels of 
real concern as it is brought to, rubs up against, and then is enfolded into, that of the whole 
people of God in Scripture. That’s when I know God is close, sees me from the inside out, 
and I don’t have to pretend about anything.’ Bishop Alan (Buckingham) 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from IQ weeks to 1 year) 


wwNeverEverTheSame ■ fflm 


hi Id Ministries + 44 ( 0)1252 794060 



Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Erne it it 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 

See it all afwww.ronaldemettfurniture.com 


^ritin/j four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and warship stKigs, aW in 
a no tay, r&ady fa ptay Na musical a. p tocH/uca.i 
required. 


OtJf o- Iho bo* sni:- 
I lymnni pioys rwflr 
2750 trndrtlnnnl hymns 
unu modern wotsftp 
Sonyra, Covering uvei 
fiOOd hymn h raKfrfaa 

Upgrade nl nny Jims, choosing from. m 
fjrfiwirijj M nr lEpertOir# pdriitinrs. 

Wan I lomslhir y tsIne^Thy liymrxi! piuao&e 
pays youi own mp3 end tiIqs 

Oraer yoxii FREE IrifeHmufoon puci; lodcsy 
Frea PhOflfi: (HOD 043 0503 
Web wwwhymnlcK^^ogycom 

site Hymn Technology Ltd 

W> iciJiip iSEuu. Sututn ru* 
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LigM f° r 


VAUXH ALL CORSA 1 2 SKI 

LIST PRICE E12.599 


SAVE £3,600 


JUST A FEW EXAMPLES... 


Vauxfiall Vectra 1 .9 odtj life 5dr 
Vauxtiall Astra 1 Mwintop Sport CC 
Mftxml.BZetecSdr 
VWGolf 1.9TdiS5dr 
Nissan Qashqai 1 1.6 Vista 


FORD MOMDF0 1 & TDCI TITANIUM 

U5T PRIDE £21 ,625 


SAVE £5,626 


£18482 

£20750 

£17890 

£16050 

£14690 


€12999 

£11499 

£12699 

£11999 


ALL CARS SHOWN LESS THAN 12 MONTHS OLD WITH REMAINDER 
OF 3 YEAR WARRANTY! 

Savings shown are agaiist New IK List Prices. Pries corcedtat lime of going In pres. 


Call: 0845 122 6902 autOSave + 

or visit us online: www.aulosave.co.uh 


or visit us online: www.autosave.co.uh 

Csia shown tjr ltiatiHlorirlv RetfsteraHHlct: I OmrtanWfl. Stifled 54 TW 


girait news Jdt rar buyers 


For more information about our forthcoming 
Advertising Features and for details of our specially 
discounted feature rates please call the sales team 
on 01752 225623 


Exc iting 

features in 2 010 

The Door is published alongside four other 
regional Anglican newspapers by 
Cornerstone Vision. Together they cover the 
dioceses of Salisbury, Guildford, Portsmouth, 
Chelmsford and Oxford. The Door is 
published monthly except in August and 
35,000 copies are printed. 

In addition to the wealth of news and 
editorial from the diocese, Cornerstone Vision 
publish advertising features on a variety of 
different subjects. 

There are special discounted rates for 
advertising in these features. It’s feasible to 
advertise in just The Door to reach a 
localised audience or indeed to book 
throughout various papers in the group 
attracting a larger discount against our 
normal rate card prices. Some of the features 
lined up are: 

February 

Lent 

Help the Aged 
Schools and Education 
Fairtrade Fortnight (starts 22nd) 

March 

Lent 

Equip yourselves for life (Bible Colleges/further 
education) 

Retreats and Quiet Breaks 

April 

Care and Mobility 
Schools and Education 
Places to Visit 

May 

Places to Visit 
Summer Shopping 
Fostering 

Conferences and Festivals 
Mission (training and opportunities) 

Christian Resources Exhibition (Esher) 

June/July 
Places to Visit 
Summer Shopping 
Schools and Educational 


1 & 1 

I * 

Script i 

Order your FREE copy* today* 1 U H 

E-mail: mailorder@scriptureunion.org.uk 
and quote ref:TDLLG11Q 

"while stocks last 


Why save just £2,000, when you 

Save * £8,483 


With AUTOSAVE 


Clear and illuminating outlines for all-age 
services. Great ideas for leading weekly 
worship and exploring the lectionary. 


* 15 all-age service outlines 

* Suggestions for prayer, games 
and music 

- Compatible with Common 
Worship and RCL 

Discover a valuable tool that gives 
you creative material to help 
people of all ages worship God 
and enjoy the Bible. 


WYNDHAM HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION 



The lYVniLham 

AKATjliTLftn firfivUrs ihrlirwd 
Ib-iHLsin^ liir I fir rLIrrly wh. . xrr 
ri ij] ibk to line LndjcpcDcicn.? 
kjvc* surra* uiacLd by dicir own. 

fm'-'-caHm*, jj ;:l -rlirvcil hi S I he 

trunk 1 1, A kjjLcLcvpluf; juJ 
nininidr’ .in. d. A-i ■ smjll 
Him-pn .fir mikirfl ihvypjnri^LTiom 
ver 1W iTlL" Ell '.HYSTjt ■. L'lVk Win 
-I'.iiL-nl'v jtkI ilkiTT fiirnitifH, fn 

cr.i'jjo tbit o. : .oh tttjficnr.'r noids 

Wt btUlfllDCK. 

For dctiili, pVjii cosifict Lk: 

,a i-.li-iini‘-l,iili7 r uii. 

iok^dLiii^jf jNuulLksl 1 J 1 'j 1 ] 2 
VYyjuUuui I JijJM'ni Hkjii.JiL.jii 
ll.y.i.Oik-ilOXInJJ' 


SPEAKING OUT FOR THE ELDERLY 


Many people know the charity 
Age Concern for the many 
services that it provides for the 
elderly, but the organisation 
which has teamed up with Help 
the Aged provides a powerful 
political voice on behalf of our 
senior citizens. 

Speaking about the Care Quality 
Commission's annual performance 
assessment review, Andrew Harrop, 
Head of Public Policy for Age 
Concern and Help the Aged, said: 
“While the overall standards of care 
have improved from last year, it’s not 
acceptable that ratings for care 
homes for older people are lagging 


behind homes for younger age 
groups. 

“The report clearly shows that 
many service providers are still not 
up to scratch on basic standards of 
care that are vital for the well being 
and welfare of older people. 

“Many older people often cannot 
access the care and support they 
need at home because of creeping 
eligibility restrictions and a postcode 
lottery of service provision. 

“By restricting home care to those 
who only meet the highest criteria, 
local councils continue to deny many 
older people the care they need to 
live dignified and independent lives. 

“The Government must ensure 


that the CQC is adequately 
resourced to carry out inspections 
more frequently to drive up 
standards and ensure that older 
people and their families have the 
most up-to-date information to make 
informed decisions about their care. 

“We welcome recent proposals 
from the parties to improve the social 
care system. 

“However, with the long term 
reforms proposed by the government 
not due to come into force until at 
least 2014, we are calling for an 
additional £370 million a year in 
additional funding in the Pre-Budget 
Report to ensure that care services 
do not deteriorate further.” 




RISE & RECLINER CHAIR 


BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE*!! 


OPTION 1 Buy ONE RISE A RECLINER CHAIR, get another one EftEEII 
OPTION 2 Buy ONE RISE & RECLINER CHAIR, get an ADJUSTABLE BED FREEH 
O PTTON 3 Buy ONE RISE& RECLINER CHAIR, get *2 £ EATER SETTEE FREEII 

' Guy ONE ADJUSTA BLE BED. gat another ADJUSTABLE BED. FREE!! 


ADJUSTABLE BED 

Range at mattnesses. 

■4 Choice of sizes including 
18 and 25 stone models 
^ MariuEdciured h ihe UK 
4 Woj™gpj^tfmsavallahl^ 


+ ANY widlh, ANY depth, ANY seat height 
4 Oialm available for 75 f 40 
and 50 stone weight 
4 400 fabrics including Feather 
Manufactured in ihe UK 


ORDER BEFORE 2PM fir WE 
GUARANTEE NEXT DAY DELIVERY 1 

Ovvr 400 tH’U^yncI 600 Until viffldhf modu 
far hlJpfH fasJ fit :llWi y 


INTEREST FREE 0% APR* 

PAY NOTHING FOR 12 MONTHS 
Then pay in full and pay no interest! 

r '.fTmj G(?d nicidlpvu dpplV- J LrtSnT-rf fD Nfdfrjx 


Calf Tor eur NEW FREE *)2 pafijaxofoui 
all products brochure or to arrange a 
FREE home demonstration 


tn lu! uh. veJH n urJ UK mielurd e.l r 


^GREAT BRITI5H 

MOBILITY 

Raising the standard 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in January 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be 
hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org 
or by post to Church House. The deadline for the February 2010 issue is 8 January 2010. 

Details 01491 571 231. 


ABINGDON: Christian Aid Walk. Starts from St 
Helen’s Church at 1 0.30am - walk to Drayton 
Church centre. 

Sunday 10 January 


COOKHAM: Holy Trinity are holding a carol 
service for Epiphany at 6.30pm. Hymns, 
readings, choir carols and prayers reflecting 
upon Christmas and looking to the church year 
ahead. 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church at 4.30pm. 
Epiphany carols and readings followed by tea at 
5.30pm. Families especially welcomed. 

Sunday 17 January 


ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church at 4.30pm. 
Come and sing Handel’s Messiah. Teas served 
at 3.45pm. Free admission - retiring collection in 
aid of the Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust. Singers 
please email cfc@abingdon.org.uk if you wish to 
attend. Chorus rehearsal (optional) at 2pm. 

WITNEY: United Service for Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity to be held at 6pm at High Street 
Methodist Church. 

Friday 22 January 


FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, near Henley. 
Healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 


Sunday 24 January 


OXFORD: The Council of Christians and Jews 
are joining the special service at Keble College, 
Parks Road, Oxford at 5.30pm to commemorate 
Holcaust Memorial Day. 

Wednesday 27 January 


PLOUGH WEDNESDAY: This day will focus 
on aspects of rural and agricultural issues. The 
day will include a tour of Clive Cox Racing 
Stables in Lambourn with a talk by the Revd 
Graham Locking; lunch at Sheepdown organic 
farm and closing prayers by the Vicar of 
Lambourn with a reflection of the day by The 
Bishop of Reading. To book your place and for 
further details email: glynpe@tiscali.co.uk or 
phone 01 295 788021. 

Saturday 30 January 


NEWBURY: St Nicolas Church Hall at 7pm. 
Quiz night - £6.50 per person including fish and 
chip supper. Details 01 635 38851 or email 
c.gregory@tiscali.co.uk. Book your place before 

1 7 January. 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church. ‘Winter 
Warmer’ coffee morning at 1 0am - 1 2 noon 
followed by soup and ploughman’s lunches at 
1 2 noon - 2pm. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight - time to reflect, time to pray: Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Courses & special events 


Wednesday 13 January: The 201 0 marriage 
course starts and runs for 8 weeks. Each 
session is from 8pm - 1 0pm in St Nicolas 
Church Hall, Newbury. Details from www.st- 
nicolas-newbury.org/marriage-course or 
01635 47018. 

Thursday 28 January: Lecture at University 
Church of St Mary the Virigin in the High Street, 
Oxford at 5pm. ‘Early Tudor England: A People’s 
Reformation?’ by Professor Diarmaid 
MacCulloch (presenter of BBC4/BBC2 series 


‘The History of Christianity’. Details at 
www. vi cto riaco untyhistory.ac.uk/ oxf o rdsh i re . 

Spring Term 2010 Learning for 
Discipleship and Ministry courses: This is a 
rolling programme of courses that is open to all 
learners of any denomination. It educates for lay 
discipleship, Licensed Lay Ministry, Local 
Ministry ordinands and other Authorised 
Ministries. The courses begin in January. For 
details of all the courses phone 01 865 208277 
or email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 


Advertising Feature 

A VISION - 

MY LIFE’S PURPOSE 

(SIAGE 3 > THE RENEWAL CENIKE RG 7 1 TJ 


The arrival of Don lavender at the 
Renewal Centre, with his exceptional 
experience, is like a ray of sunshine. 

In the USA he worked with multi-addictions 
for 25 years. With colleagues he was treating 
600 families a year before 
coming to the UK. 

Don feels the Renewal 
Centre's ambience is ideal 
for the gentle family 
therapy needed for those 
suffering the effects of 
alcoholism in a relative, 
friend of colleague to 
which it is dedicated in its 
vision. Family therapy is 
his professional passion. 

The characterful, calming 
bam conversion has a 
beautiful stained glass 
window with a butterfly lifting off a 
honeysuckle around which are the words 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER It depicts the process 
of the family living with alcoholism without 
knowledge: grubbing around like a caterpillar, 
trying to cope with the inevitable trauma and 
profound effects: getting to a crisis point of 


the chrysalis and its metamorphosis with the 
beginning of the recovery process. The result 
is the emergence of the butterfly in its flight of 
freedom. 

It is a much-neglected need in the UK 

where Don says we are 15 
years behind the USA. The 
specialism of addiction 
needs education. 

The foundation is laid for 
my God-given vision to 
materialise. The adjoining 
accommodation is prepared 
in Honeysuckle Bam. 

The Renewal Centre is 
available for courses, 
classes, counselling, group 
therapy, away days, 
seminars, meetings, 
training, workshops and 
retreats in addition to the family healing 
for which it is created. We are ready to 
encourage people in the therapy process 
as the demands arise and await the 
unfolding of the planted seeds, to bloom 
in their personal growth. 


Sally 

www.donlavender.com Workshops section 

Tel: 0207 558 8420 

www.renewalcentre.co.uk Tel: 01189 883242 
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Regent’s Park College, University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

HILARY TERM, 2010 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, Pusey St., Oxford 0X1 2LB on Tuesdays at 5:00pm 

ON BEING HUMAN - EXPLORING UNIQUENESS & DIGNITY: 

Theological & Biomedical Perspectives 
[Convenors: Dr. Nicholas Wood & Professor Michael Marsh] 

Jan 19, 2010: Humanity - Creation in the Image of God ? 

Professor John Barton, Oriel Laing Professor of the Interpretation of the Christian Bible, Oriel 
College, University of Oxford 

Jan 26, 2010: The Human & Animal Genome: What is the Difference and Why? 

Professor Robin Dunbar, Oxford Centre for Anthropology, University of Oxford 

Feb 2, 2010: Speaking Up for Ourselves: The Origins of Language. 

Professor Vargha-Khardem, Dept Neuroscience, University College, London 

Feb 9, 2010: Human Consciousness: When?, Where? - and Why? 

Professor Michael Marsh, Wolfson College, and OCCC, 

Regent's Park College, University of Oxford 

Feb 16, 2010: Human Dignity and Disability. 

Dr Joanna Collicutt McGrath, Heythrop College, University of London 

Feb 23, 2010: 'Making Sacred': Transcendence and the Poetic Imagination. 

Dr Douglas Hedley, Faculty of Divinity & Fellow of Clare College, University of Cambridge 

Mar 2, 2010: Enhancing the Human Image: Ethical Perspectives. 

Professor John Harris, School of Ethics, University of Manchester 

Mar 9, 2010: Assisted Dying - Disposal by Decree of Man? 

Baroness Mora Finlay, Professor of Palliative Care, University of Wales, Cardiff 
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Home 
Net Works 


PC 

lepair; 


Laptop 

Repairs 


Tftkt tharg* of v/nat your kids, sea on. Hr* 


Yiuu might bu yurprsaxl by wtwL Eiortfy '2 dicks' 


ri'wYty? 


Virus & Firewal 
. PC Security 


With our help yew can 
protect your children iind | 
laorajgcro i a broad 
ranqFK>1 inBemfit cjonTent. 


It also works on portable device* 
that connect via your home network 

(iPbd, IPIiwpu, lupkjp, P33, PSP etc...) 


Flexible and very easy to uso, you can block 

individual wrtsrtts orsoacilie typ#s &f cwt#nd 


For more information 
Reuse witteM us wi; 

Phooa; 0116957 31 57 
Email: info©apc- it.co.uk 
Web; www.aptHl.co.iik 

We'lt Qm you frw after-sales 
help end guidance. 


A personalised internet protection plan for your tamityl 


Wycufff Hau 

- nxFOJin “ 

Markets, Money and Morals 

A Vision for Capitalism after the Crisis 

A series of public lectures presented at 
Wycliffe Hall by Brian Griffiths, Vice-Chairman 
of Goldman Sachs International 

Tuesdays 5 pm 

26 J anuary 2010 

Restoring Hope for the World’s Poor 
9 February 2010 
Scientific Evidence and 
Environmental Stewardship 
2 March 2010 
A Culture of Consumerism 


Great Awakenings 

International Summer School 
Sunday 27 J une to Friday 2 J uly 2010 

Guest speakers include Michael Ward, 
Fran Beckett, and Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali 


WytflPTe HaH, 5-1 Bjnbuiy Ku.id r OsfciiLL OX2 6PW 
<J LlM.'j J/J4QJ 
EiiquIrlnCwyUrfpE.UK.fujiA 

www.wysiiire.ok.-fts.-uk 
flcglbliinHl Uurfly 30^03 




s on theresa.ohilliosfaadurham.ac.uk 


ace, ema 


Cranmer Hall, 
South Bailey, 
Durham DHi 3RJ 
www.cranmerhall.com 


J \ 




Bishop lom Wright 

"Young ordained leaders 
are crucial for the spread 
of the kingdom and the 
life of the church. 

I warmly 

encourage younger 
Anglicans to make 
use of 

'Step Forward' A 

as they seek to A 

hear God's A 

call for them." M 


about ordained ministry in the Anglican 


- 

r - Saturdays February 2010 


11 am to 4 pm (Refreshments from 10.30) 


No charge 
for 
the day. 
Lunch is 
provided 


o Speaker: Tom Wright, Bishop of Durham 


O j. Open to all aged 16 to 30 


cv „ Workshops: from a range of speakers, pre- & post-ordination ^ 
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Co=-Edu rational from September 2010 


Senior and Prop School Open Morning 

Tuesday 2(> ih January 9.l5arn - 12.15pm 

Ttom September 2010, Si Juwph't will wdcomt buy* and ^irts imu 

VLMr. 7 untl l2 n us will Eif ihnin^hiiiii I he Hrepaniksrv SrhtiLiil jiLgiw +-1 1). 

0118 966 1000 • ww r w.st-josephs.reading.sch.iik 


Important decisions to be 
made when considering 
your child’s education 


ST J OSEPH’S 

J CONVENT SCHOOL 

INUtl'hNUtN 1 DAY SCHOOL (3-18) • RtAlUNO 


Deciding on a school for your children is a 
tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary education can 
have repercussions throughout life. 

With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain 
today, it should come as little surprise that Christian schools 
maintain their popularity with parents, providing a strong spiritual 
and moral basis in all that they do. 

The more disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and 
their academic results continue to impress and in many cases 
improve. 

ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 

Anglican schools continue to be popular and are approached by 
parents from across the denominations, as well as other faiths, who 
wish to ensure that their children can enjoy a start to life based on 
a firm foundation. 

Recent research by the Church of England has shown that faith 
based secondary schools are better at building community 
cohesion than their secular counterparts. The research, led by Prof 
David Jesson of the University of York analysed the Ofsted reports 
of various schools. It found that secondary schools run by faith 
groups scored eleven per cent higher for their promotion of 
community cohesion when compared with secular schools. 

Many schools will be starting the new year with entrance and 
open days in order to select pupils for the September 201 1 intake 
and to give parents and potential pupils the chance to look around 
and see what is on offer. 

You will find faith based schools in both the state supported 
sector offering free education whilst others can be found in the 
Independent schools roster. 

Many of these schools will attract pupils from the local area as 
well as those who make use of the boarding facilities. 

Cost is a deciding factor for many parents who might well feel 


that they cannot afford the fees that 
many private schools charge, overlooking 
the fact that in many cases bursaries are 
available for suitable pupils who come 
from a background that does not have 
the ability to pay large fees. 

Many parents start saving when their children are young in order 
to finance them through secondary or higher education. 

It’s worth checking with your bank or building society to see what 
sort of schemes might be available. 

MORE TO SCHOOL THAN EXAM INATIONS 

It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s important, although 
we all know how much relevant examinations decide our futures, its 
all of the other activities as well. A good school will therefore be 
looking at sport and the arts. 

These both help to develop the whole person as we are each of 
us so much more than a bank of knowledge. 

Many schools offer the opportunity of travel or adventure training 
in order to broaden the mind. 


DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story with further education and many pupils 
will be looking towards subjects to study at A Levels and then on 
towards degrees or other forms of further or higgher education. The 
subject chosen for A level will very often determine the degree subject. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what 
path to follow, even when inherent talents seem to make the choice 
a little more obvious. 


AN ONGOING J OURNEY 
For all of us, education has become an ongoing subject. Whether 
on learning skills for work, updating our knowledge on a subject to 
keep in touch with current thinking or practices or merely that in its 
own way education and discussion can be a great way to relaxation 
and a fulfilled leisure time. 



vvw Magdalen College, Oxford 

Chorlsterships 


Our sixteen-strong boys choir gets the chance to sing music to the 
highest professional standards, but being a chorister is more than 
that. 

At Magdalen College, and at Magdalen College School (which the 
choristers all attend on a 66% scholarship) we are com mi tied to a 
rounded education. A chorister gets the chance to learn about a 
w ide range of music. They also learn a strong sense of personal 
discipline, which never leaves them. Perhaps the most valuable 
aspect of a choristership is the sense of camaraderie that the boys 
experience, to a degree only possible through sharing truly great 
music on a daily basis. 

The choristers also have a lot of fun outside the chapel. They were 
featured on Sir Paul McCartney's recent alhum Eccc Cor Me uni, 
Kate Bush's song 'Lyra' for The Golden Compass soundtrack are 
currently the champions of the cathedral choristers football 
tournament! If you think that your son could benefit from this 
specialist musical education, then please contact Mrs Elizabeth 
Martin - elizabelh.rnartin@magd.ox.ae.uk or 01 865 276060. 


AUDITIONS 

FOR 

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8 

AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 

Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
looking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information.,, 

... please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions' Secretary 
01865242561 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 
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FAMILY & CHURCH HOLIDAYS • CONFERENCES 
COACH HOLIDAYS HOME & ABROAD • SPECIAL INTEREST 


ABROAD 


CYPRUS - PEYIA 

village, near Paphos and 
Coral Bay, Spacious 
apartment, Patio, BBQ, 
distant sea view, communal 
pool, A/C heaters. 

Walk to tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 
01249 813729 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, 0 utdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


L anzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolstenhomez c a uk 


ISRAEL 

Acclaimed Bible Tours 
with Chris Hill, 
international Bible 
Teacher and leader 
of 80 tours. 

CL Ministries 

01473 311128 


INSURANCE 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

HURRY PRICE INCREASE DUE SOON 


CONWY, 

North Wales 
Beechwood Court 

01492 593 405 

beec hweodceurl cehc.^rg. 


OVEftSTRAND, 

Norfolk “teg* " 

TJw PtessaunM <*■ < 

01263 579 212 

Thep(esaaun«'?«liiC,ergjk * 


TO ADVERTISE IN THE HOLIDAY DIRECTORY CALL 01752 225623 


SELF CATERING 

BUNGALOW 

The Pleasaunce, Norfolk 

01263 579 212 

ih»lea»unc*<&cdic.orok 


RH0S ON SEA, 
North Wales 
St Winifreds 

01492 544 128 


S AUBURN, 

North Yorkshire 
BrockteyMatl 

01287 622 329 

!»rak!eyhaLL'.3 , e*hc,org.ul( 


CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
ww w.cor nishholiday homes .net 


A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House Hotel 

fkfkfkfk Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 


£20 OFF WITH THIS ADVERT. HURRY HURRY HURRY! 
superb annual MULTI trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
For more information and 

TRAVEL 


details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the ESA. 


ST LAWRENCE, 

Isle of Wight 
£f Rhadag unds 

01983 852 160 

3-i rhidaguridii'teti^org.Lik 


Details and brochure: 31 Westminster Drive, 
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 7QX 

0161 440 7204 

PROVIDING CHRISTIAN HOLIDAYS FOR OVER 100 YEARS 
Visit our website: www.christianhaLidays.co.uk 


The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 


Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 


LUXURY CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
HOME FOR SALE 

5-star Littlesea Park in 
Weymouth voted 
Best Holiday Park in UK 

ONLY £12,995 
No time licence 

CALL 07811 343335 


The Delights 
of Lake Garda 

Relax amongst the superb surroundings of 
Lago di Garda, Italy's largest lake, with 
superb sightseeing opportunities just 
around the corner. 




HOLIDAY AT A GLANCE 


Day I Local departure by coach, then travel onwards overnight to Italy. 
Day 2 Early afternoon arrival on Lake Garda. Afternoon at leisure. D 
Day 3 Lake Garda. 8, D 
Day 4 Venice, B,D 

Day 5 Bolzano and the Renon pyramids. B,D 
Day 6 Verona, B.D 

Day 7 Free time on Lake Garda before your overnight journey north. B 
Day 8 To Calais and return home. 

! nd ud ed Meals : B — B reakfast D - D i nner 


YOUR HOTEL 


Splendid views of the Grand Canal. Venice 


WHAT’S INCLUDED 


’ Excursions: Lake Garda; 
Verona 

■ 5 nights’ accommodation with 
breakfast & S evening meals 

FREE local joining points - 

call ffcjr Hill detail 

1 Travel by executive coach 


You will stay for five nights at 
the 3-star Hotel Bristol in Riva 
del Garda. The hotel has a 
restaurant, bar, lift and 
outdoor swimming pool. All 
bedrooms have T.V., 
telephone, hairdryer and safe 


5*? 


Upgrade to 


Silver Service 


for luxury coach travel and 
enjoy these added benefits 

* EXTRA legroom for your 
added comfort 

* Porterage at your hotel 
call for full details 


r your , 


EXECUTIVE COACH Tour ref: SILK 


Apr 9 £299 Sep 24 £359 


May 24 £359 Oct 1 £339 


Sjlvej? Service bur ret bilkv 


£389 I Juf 5 


£479 


Prices sne per person, based oft two sharing. 

Extras : lpi.bnal (jw.ur^ions; '>in$e morn 3U| iptemm ^ 
199 % 


SNOWDONIA 
NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside cottage 
in peaceful surroundings - glorious 
views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 
cottage style bungalow. 

Short Breaks available. 

01341450238 

Dart mouth 

10 L VON 

£ •.! ti 11.11 K, \T£ m Vi', .MIL H l'i 

Kfi*T r^irt Ircirn 
.-fvmfi; jt+.iLIj-; 

( if HiL rtlstr^Ti four. 
aQ mtxl 

Tr.LCPFkTNr 

OZfl 


HOLIDAYS AT HOME 


LYNTON DEVON 
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Letters 



Comment 

by Jo Duckies 

Not right keen on 
mornings 


I get up at the crack of dawn without 
fail for at least half and hour with 
God to set me up for the day ahead. 
‘Yeah right’ is the cry from anyone 
reading this who knows me. I don’t have 
a gift for getting up in a morning, 
particularly in winter. 

Often I’ll start my Monday by getting 
up ‘early’ and having a good quiet time 
(prayer and Bible study). But as the 
week goes on that will dwindle into an 
arrow prayer as I cycle to work still 
digesting the toast I wolfed down in 30 
seconds flat. When this happens I do try 
and have some time with God at some 
other point of the day. I think it’s really 
important and that’s why I’m so excited 
that Bishop John has made 2010 the the 
year of Sustaining the Sacred Centre. (For 
more on this see page two and pages 
eight and nine.) 

To highlight this, I’ve swapped 
around some of the pages and you are 
reading letters and comment at the back 
of the paper, and will have already seen 
the Prayer and Reflection piece and the 
prayer diary taking pride of place on 
page two. 

I’m also excited that the Diocesan 
Worship Prayer and Spirituality Group 
has listed going for a walk or other 
outdoor exercise as one of its 
recommended ways of sustaining the 
sacred centre. I don’t understand how 
anyone can walk, run or cycle through 
the countryside and fail to worship God. 

So throughout 2010 we’ll be running 
some walks/ pilgrimages around 

Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Berkshire that have a particular spiritual 
significance. We’ll be starting the series 
by the Revd Sally Welch, of St Giles, 
Oxford, in February. 

And we hope that we’ll be able to 
include readers favourite spiritual walks 
on our website. Please email yours, 
complete with routes, maps and photos, 
and the reason why it is special to 
doornews@googlemail.com. 




Glory to God in the lowest 


Thought for 
the month 

v 

by David Winter 


And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger , ; because there was no 
place for them in the inn. Luke 2: 7. 

The Christmas Nativity Play, in nursery, 
school or church, may not have been 
long ago, or may be about to happen, 
but it’s amazing how quickly the 
memories fade (though in this case quite 
a few are trapped electronically, to be 
reviewed at family gatherings over the 
years) . 

But even without video, we can easily 
recall the general scene - Mary, Joseph, 
the shepherds, and of course the baby 
Jesus (probably a doll) lying in a manger. 
Usually we have to imagine the animals, 
though sometimes an ingenious teacher 
will manage to dress up a few willing 
volunteers as assorted sheep and oxen. 
It’s all rather lovely and, of course, 
performed under the strictest conditions 
of health and safety. The straw is from 
the pet shop, guaranteed free from 
noxious bacteria. The costumes have all 
been washed and ironed. And the 
manger has seen nothing of left-over 
cattle feed or stray droppings from over- 
enthusiastic sheep. 

But try to imagine what it would really 
have been like, just under two thousand 
years ago. The real Joseph and Mary 
were too late to get a place in the 


crowded ‘inn’ - not exactly your local 
Premier Inn, more like a rather basic 
camp site. The town was crowded 
because of the census, but in view of 
Mary’s advanced state of pregnancy they 
were allowed to bed down in what was 
probably a stable (we aren‘t actually told, 
any more than the Bible tells us anything 
about an unhelpful inn-keeper, much 
less his more sympathetic wife). 

This wouldn’t have been a terrible 
hardship for them - most people lived 
and slept with the domestic animals all 
the year round. No self-respecting 
modern midwife would have accepted 
the conditions, of course. Forget clean 
straw - it wouldn’t stay clean long in a 
stable. Forget a disinfected crib - a 
‘manger’ is just a fancy word for a 
feeding trough. 

Forget nice, clean, respectable 
shepherds. They lived with the sheep 
24/7, for heaven’s sake - what do you 
think they would have smelt like? There, 
in conditions familiar to poor people the 
world over, then and now, the Saviour of 
the world was born. That is the true 
message of Christmas. That’s what we’ve 
all been singing about and celebrating 
over the last few weeks. When God came 
to be ‘one of us’ he did it properly - not 
as a king, emperor or general, but as the 
son of a peasant couple from an obscure 
village in an obscure province of the 
mighty Roman empire. Yes, ‘Glory to 
God in the highest’ - and ‘glory to God in 
the lowest’, too. 

Canon David Winter is a farmer Dicoesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 


Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 


Competition Winners 

Christine Watson from Newport 
Pagnell and Dr Richard 
Bainbridge from Holton, Oxford 
were the winners of the 
competition featured in the 
December issue of The Door. 
They have both won a copy of 
‘Five Stones & A Burnt Stick' by 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga Steele. 


& comment 


LETTERS 


ADVENT PODCASTS 

Thank you so much for including a note 
about these podcasts in the latest issue 
of the Door - I’ve just listened to the first 
one and really appreciated it. (For the 
record, I’m a retired oldie living way out 
in the sticks of north Oxfordshire but 
fortunately with a good broadband 
connection!) 

Please pass on my congratulations to 
Canon Newell. I look forward to listening 
to the next one in the series in due 
course. Have a blessed Advent and 
Christmas. 

Naomi Bowen , Wigg inton, Oxon 


Big print prayer books wanted 

The Abbeyfield Oxford Society is a small 
home for the elderly in St Clement’s, 
Oxford. 

We are looking to supplement our 
stock of Books of Common Prayer - 
preferably the Oxford University Press 
edition which has a larger typeface, and 
which has gone out of print. We are just 
wondering if any church has a few 
copies tucked away, which are no longer 
needed and which we could put to very 
good use. We are happy to make a 
donation. 

Jo Curtis, Abbeyfield Oxford 
Soceity, 80 St Clements, Oxford, 
OX4 IAN . Email 
admin@abbeyfield.org 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Pam Shirras will take up post 
as Assistant Minister at Peachcroft 
Christian Centre; The Revd Will 
Pearson-Gee will take up post as Rector 
in the Deanery of Buckingham; The Revd 
Andrew Rycraft will take up post as 
Associate Curate at Charlton on Otmoor; 
The Revd Simon Brignall has resigned 
from his post in Thame; The Revd 
Megan Daffern will take up post as 
Chaplain at Jesus College; The Revd 
Malcolm Hunter will take up post as 
Co-ordinating Chaplain at Aylesbury 
Young Offenders Institute; The Revd Will 
Watts will take up post as Priest in 
Charge at Basildon with Aldworth & 
Ashampstead; The following have been 
given permission to officiate: The Revd 
Canon Francis Woolley; The Revd 
Canon John Brown; The Revd Canon 
Robert Teare; The Revd Sheila 
Rosenthal; The Revd Dr Stephanie 
Bullock. We recall with sadness the 
deaths of The Revd Bernard Robert from 
Wendover; The Revd John Davis from 
Oxford; The Revd Colin Shaw from 
Aylesbury. 
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Fit Lt John Clayton tells Jo 
Duckies about high octane 
motorsports, his tour of duty 
in Afghanistan and his faith. 


4 e were rallying 
through the 

mountains and were 
the fastest crew out 
of the Land Rover 
challenge by a significant margin but 
rolled it on a bend. Eventually we got it 
back on four wheels and got it going 
again,’ says John, talking about last 
month’s Rally of Scotland, the second 
biggest rally in the country. He was given 
time off to be part of the Armed Forces 
crew in the race. 

John became a Christian when a friend 
took him along to his secondary school’s 
Christian Union, which happened to 
meet on the one night of the week when 
he wasn’t doing sport. ‘The world all 
seemed to make a whole lot more sense, 
how the ecosystem fits together if you see 
it through Christian eyes. I don’t think 
the idea that the whole thing was an 
accident ever made sense to me, so I 
accepted there must be a God,’ he says. 

A career in business or finance didn’t 
appeal to John, who wanted to do 
something altruistic. Now a Flight 
Lieutenant in the Air Defence 
Headquarters at High Wycombe, he 
served in Afghanistan for seven months 
in 2007. 

‘We had rockets fired at the base on a 
regular basis,’ he says. ‘You had to carry a 
side arm at all times. You could never 
really relax. I deeply regret when 
collateral damage is caused. When a 
bombing mission catches innocent 
people in the crossfire it undoes a lot of 
the good work that we do.’ But he says 
building relationships with the Afghan 
army, staff and security personnel and 
helping rebuild what the Taliban 
destroyed was rewarding. ‘We made 
friends with them, showing them not all 
westerners are the great Satan from the 
west and that we were there to help them, 
to bring security to their villages. 

‘Playing with the children was fun and 



the whole point, was to bring security and 
reconstruction. You can’t have 
reconstruction without security, John 
says. 

‘We had rockets fired at the 
base on a regular basis' 


‘The Taliban will just blow up the new 
buildings or destroy the well you have 
made. You have to show them you have 
more to offer than the Taliban. You bring 
progress in terms of schools, healthcare, 
infrastructure and all the rest. 

‘It made me appreciate how much we 
take for granted in this country and how 
nice it is to live in a peaceful and 
developed country, things like being able 
to call the police rather than just being 
on your own waiting for people to knock 
on your door and kill you. ’ 

John took advantage of the multi 


denominational church on the base, 
which held six services each Sunday and 
provided welfare facilities for the troops. 
‘We did a bit of Bible study and the 
church was a recreational place where 
you could watch films and have some 
comfort. The rest of the base was pretty 
spartan.’ 

In some ways, it isn’t easy to be a 
Christian in the forces. ‘It can be fairly 
isolated because there’s a laddish culture 
in the forces and when we are at home in 
the UK there can be a lot of peer pressure 
to ‘knock ‘em back’ after hours, says 
John. ‘On the other hand many military 
values are Christian. These are self 
sacrifice, devotion to duty and helping 
others, forbearance in difficult situations 
and living without material comforts. 

‘There’s an awful lot of good about the 
military values and there are parallels 
with Christian values. The military has 
quite openly accepted this. Sir Richard 
Dannatt, the recently retired Chief of the 
General Staff (the head of the Army) is a 


committed Christian.’ 

The forces are making full use of John’s 
passion for motorsports, providing him 
with time off for events like the Scotland 
rally because they raise the military’s 
profile. And he uses the experiences to 
help share his faith with others. He also 
volunteers with Christians in Motorsport. 

He says: ‘Church wasn’t giving me 
much of an opportunity to serve. I’m not 
musical or gifted in children’s work or 
scriptural teaching. You have to use what 
you have got and exploit it to the max for 
the Kingdom. A passion for motorsports 
is something I have been blessed with so 
that’s why I do it.’ 

John is married to Kerry and worships at St 
Andrew’s Church , Oxford. 


ONLINE 


See www.christiansinmotorsport to 

find out more. 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 


3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 


www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


Assistance is needed from an 

intelligent young person to help a 
retired educator with a thorough, 
meticulous monthly deep clean of her 
home. Congenial atmosphere, generous 
pay rise after training. Central 0 xford 
location. Hours worked would be 
approximately 4 1 / hours per month at a 
time of your choice. 

Please call 01865 722087. 



J 'What is the Z- 

Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?’ 

FAY WELDON 


Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayerbook.oig.uk Tel: 1)1189 842582 
l_^_ Reg. charity no. 1099295 Company 
/ Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 V'"'"' 


New and Used Cars to your door! 


For Churches, Church 
members & Charities 

Free delivery to your door 
(in the UK) 
1,000s of used cars 
to choose from 
Big discounts on 
new cars 



Part exchange on any car 
Cars from only £1995 


rinmr 



rtorp 

^utomotibe 


Telephone: 0114 255 9696 

Email: sales@prioryautomotive.co.uk 

www.prioryautomotive.com 






